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Stevens Inland Fast Track Training Program 
 
Applicants with experience on passenger vessels and holding a 100 ton Mate License or better may qualify 
for the Stevens Fast Track Training Program.  The program will determine if a qualified applicant has the 
talent to operate a towing vessel, train the applicant in an expedited process and upgrade them to proper 
licensing for manning towing vessels. During the Fast Track period the applicant will be on probation.  
He/She may be offered a deckhands job at deckhand rates and will be removed from the program if it is 
determined that he/she may not have the talent to operate a towing vessel.   
 
An applicant must meet the following minimum requirements to participate in the program: 
 

• The applicant must qualify for employment at Stevens Towing Company. 
• The applicant must hold a valid 100 ton Mate License for Inland Waters or better. 
• The applicant must have a minimum of two years experience on vessels over 50 tons 

documented. 
• The applicant must qualify for an upgrade of his license to a 500 ton mates license of inland 

waters. 
 
The chart on the next page will determine your qualifications.  If you are close to the requirements you may 
serve as a deckhand to meet those requirements.  Another option is to enter the Stevens CAP program.  Ask 
us for information. 
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Do you qualify for the Inland Fast Track Training Program? 
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Do you hold a 
Master of 500 
tons or better? 

Do you hold a 
Mate of 500 
tons or better? 

Do you hold a 
Mate or Master 
of 100 tons or 
better? 

Do you have 
three years total 
service? 

Do you have 
two years total 
service? 

Do you have 
one year on 
vessels over 50 
tons while 
holding a 
license as 
Master, Mate or 
OUPV? 

Do you have 
one year on 
vessels over 50 
tons? 

Fast Track Advancement 
 

• Must have clean drivers 
record. 

• All prior sea time must be 
documented. 

• Apply for appropriate 
upgrade. 

• Learn Deck in 30 days. 
• Get recommendations 

from 3 officers in 30 days. 
• Get USCG approval for 

license upgrade. 
• Attend school for upgrade.
• Pass upgrade class. 
• Complete Towing Officer 

Assessment Record 
(TOARS) within 4 
months. 

Successfully complete 
the Fast Track 
Assessment described 
above. 

Successfully complete 
the Fast Track 
Assessment described 
above. 

You do not qualify 
for this program. 
You may work as a 
deckhand to get the 
required 
experience. 

With your license 
and a TOAR you 
may run in the 
capacity of Mate or 
Master of 
Uninspected 
Towing Vessels. 

With your license 
and a TOAR you 
may run in the 
capacity of Master 
of   Uninspected 
Towing Vessel. 

Do you have 3 
months as AB, 
boatswain or 
quartermaster or 
equivelant

Start Here. 


